
Senior Trailer Park in Clintonville Faces 
Displacement to Make Room for Big Developer 
 
Courtyard Estates is a small, affordable mobile home park in Clintonville for residents aged 55+ to live well 
into their retirement. For working-class and low-income seniors, there are few other options in the city 
offering rents as low as $325, as is the case in Courtyard. 
 
Through interviews, many residents––most of whom are disabled and living on Social Security––have been 
quoted as saying that despite these low rents, they have very little, if any, money at the end of the month. 
Others struggle to afford groceries and only have $15 left over at the end of the month for emergency expenses. 
Much of this is the nature of the struggle of having worked low-income jobs, then going into a 
government-funded fixed income. Into their old age, various residents have additionally experienced long-term 
ailments, sickness, and general infirmity.  
 
According to the American Planning Association, the best thing for seniors on a low fixed income is to be 
located in urban areas, where there are groceries within walking distance and public transit readily available 
for necessary trips to the doctor and pharmacy, as well as family visits. Courtyard Estates is very close to a 
Kroger Marketplace, several pharmacies, an urgent care, and is situated close to High Street, allowing 
residents easy access to mass transit, as most no longer drive.  
 
In 2014, luxury apartment developer Preferred Living purchased the property that these seniors rent for their 
mobile homes. In the winter of 2018, they announced their intention to develop the property into multifamily 
residential units, with one bedrooms starting at around $850-$900 At this rate, these units would be considered 
“affordable” by the City of Columbus and Preferred Living would be eligible for subsidies/tax credits to 
construct them.  
 
Of course, this will be wildly unaffordable for the people currently living there!  Additionally, the seniors have 
outfitted their mobile homes with needed accommodations, such as ramps and walk-in showers for 
accessibility. Even if Preferred Living committed to rehoming the seniors in this new development––which 
they said they would refuse to do when asked––the luxury apartments are unsuitable for senior habitation. 
 
In order to move forward with its plan, Preferred Living will need the current residents to vacate the property. 
This can be accomplished in one of two ways. The developer can evict the residents, rather than renewing their 
lease. Alternately, they can raise rents until the property becomes unaffordable to its tenants and they either 
vacate willingly or are evicted due to inability to pay. This past month, residents were notified that their rent 
will be going up––it is said by $20 a month. 
 
Many of these seniors have nowhere else to go. Approximately ⅕ of the seniors living on this property are 
veterans. Some have no money to move (especially since relocating a mobile home can cost up to $10,000, or 
$15,000 for a double wide since the roof would have to be ripped apart), some have no family to depend on or a 
safety net to fall into. It is no exaggeration to say that Preferred Living––a company which has posted upwards 
of $6m in profits in recent years––in pursuit of this development, will make these seniors homeless.  
 
 

 



Courtyard Estates Q&A 
 

● How many units are on the site? 
○ There are 67 units 

 
● Where is it located? 

○ The property is tucked behind the Graceland Shopping 
Center in Clintonville, comfortably on High St, though not 
visible from the road 
 

● What does Preferred Living have to say? 
○ Preferred Living’s Jared Smith debuted the plan for 

development to a small gathering of neighbors to the 
Courtyard Estates Property. Some neighborhood residents 
disagreed with the idea of developing this property and 
kicking out their neighbors. Since this meeting, Preferred 
Living has denied ever having had plans to develop, presumably hoping to evade negative 
feedback and develop at a later date.  
 

● What do the residents of Courtyard Estates have to say? 
○ The tenants have formed a Residents’ Association for the purposes of fighting the proposed 

development.  
■ The Courtyard Estates Residents’ Association is committed to purchase the property 

from Preferred Living and has been in contact with various non-profit organizations 
who would be able and willing to broker such a sale. Tenants would be able to continue 
to pay their current rent price, but this money would go towards a mortgage payment 
rather than into the pocket of Preferred Living. 
 

● What can I do? 
○ Call your city council member 

■ (614) 645-7380 
● Example of what you might say: “I do not want Preferred Living to kick out the 

seniors living at the Courtyard Estates in Clintonville. Do not allow this the site 
to be rezoned for this purpose” 
 

● I have more questions! 
○ You can call this number to reach the Courtyard Estates Residents’ Association activists 

■ 614-547-9341 

 


